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The Chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel of the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 
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SECRETARY DAVISON'S STATEMENT RE AIR CORPS PROMOTION BILL 


Failure of the Senate to vote on Army Air Corps promotion legislation before 
adjournment may seem discouraging to many officers who expected that the Senate 
would follow the precedent of rapid action set by the House when it passed the 
Furlow measure. 

While it is disappointing that the Senate did not have an opportunity to 
vote on the bill, the situation is not as bad as it appears on the surface. The 
measure is still very much alive and action upon it has not been defeated -- merc- 
ly deferred. Prospects that the situation will be ironed out when’ Congress re- 
convenes in December are most promising. 

The following is a brief summary of Army promotion legislation and its 
status at the close of Congress: 

Two Army promotion bills were reported out by the House Military Affairs 
Committee. 

1 -- The Furlow bill providing promotions for Army Air Corps officers. 

2 -- The Wainwright bill containing a promotion plan for other branches of 
the Army. 

The Furlow measure, on being reported out, was passed by the House and 
sent to the Senate where it was referred to the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee. 

The Wainwright bill was released from the House Committee at a later date 
than the Furlow bill and, owing to the closing rush, was not put to a vote in 
the House. 

The advanced status of the Furlow bill compared with that of the Wainwright 
measure caused the Senate Military Affairs Committee to amend the former, The 
amendments included the insertion of promotion provisions for other branches of 
the Army, together with several important departures from some of the features 
of the original measure. 

The Senate Military Affairs Committee, after adopting the amendments, re- 
ported the measure favorably. This action automatically placed the Furlow bill 
on the Senate calendar. Unfortunately, the Senate never had an opportunity to 
vote on it due to the filibuster which clogged the Senate machinery during the 
closing hours of the session. Persistent efforts were made by the War Depart~ 
ment to permit a vote on the promotion bill but the efforts were fruitless be~ 
cause of the filibuster. 

Had the measure passed the Senate it would have gone into joint confer- 
ence. Usually, when such action is taken and an agreement is reached between 
Senate and House conferees, action is speedy. There is every reqson to believe 
that, had the bill gone into conference, the result would have been an agree- 
ment providing adequate promotion for the various branches of the Army and giv- 
ing the Army Air Corps substantially the promotion called for in the original 
Furlow bill. The War Department did everything possible to bring this about. 

That filibuster practices should delay action upon important promotion 
questions is regretable. However, these delays, as already stated, must by no 
means be interpreted as meaning defeat. When Congress reconvenes, the Furlow 
measure will still occupy its present status, namely, that of a bill that has 
passed the House and is on the Senate Calendar ready for disposition. 

In other words, progress made in advancing the measure during the closing 
hours of the recent session will be neither wasted nor sacrificed. An en- 
couraging feature in this connection is the general appreciation of the seri- 
ousness of the promotion situation, particularly in the Air Corps. There seems 
to be an earnest desire to bring about a satisfactory solution of that problem 
as soon as possible. The solution would have been reached, I am sure, if a fil- 
ibuster had not deadlocked the Senate during its closing houre with the result 
that the Furlow bill and many other imsortant measures were barred from con- 
sideration until next December. I am thoroughly confident that Congress, when 
it re-convenes, will take early action. 
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It is quite easy for those wio were at-McUook Field in 1920 and 1921-to 
recall an exceedingly tall, grave persoa working with great absorption in lab. 
oratories, on the field, and in the air with eager assistants on endless billows: 
of silk. They seemed very large, these billows, actually measuring twenty-four 
feet in diameter, and in the long run thoy became the Army Air Corps parachute 
which has proved of such great value to aviators. The tall grave person was 
Major E.L. Hoffman, at that time chief of the field's equipment activities, who 
last year was awarded the Collier Trophy for his efforts in the development: of. 
the parachute. 

In the meantime, his duties took him to other localities, but recently it 
has been good to see’ hém back at the new Wright Field and absorbed as of yore in 
mammoth billows of silk. Only this time, comparatively speaking, the billows 
are indeed mammoth, measuring 84 feet in diameter. The earlier parachute was. 
@ man-carrying type; the one upon which Major Hoffman is at present engaged it 
is hoped when perfected will be capable of supporting the weight of an entire 
airplane, bearing it in safety to the ground. 

Structurally it is a reproduction in all main respects of the man-carrying 
type, having a pilot chute, vents in the dome, the same weight and quality of 
silk and the same type of shroud lines. There are a greater number of panels 
and shroud lines; 96 or the former, 48 of the latter. Many interesting tests 
have been performed with the new parachute. Twice it has successfully borne 
to the ground a 1600-pound bond from the bomb bay of a plane, circling at sev- 
eral thousand feet altitude. So great is the lift and strength of the chute, 
however, that it shows little tendency to deflate upon reaching the ground and, 
in the bomb tests, caught by winds, dragged the great weight quite a distance 
across the field before it could be halted. Men who caught at it were lifted 
unceremoniously in the air and carried along, and Major Hoffman has one story 
of his own to tell that properly belongs with the thrillers of the air. 

A six hundred-pound weight had been dropped one dey, and when upon landing: 
the parachute continued to bound across the field, Major Hoffman decided to get 
in his car and chase it. Coming abreast, he alighted and caught at the shroud 
lines. His strength was of no importance against the greater power of the chute, 
and he was pulled over and dragged, becoming enmeshed in the shroud lines. At 
the end of the shroud lines he could see the 600-pound weight bumping heavily 
over the ground and thought any moment it would land on top of him. For seconds 
that seomed ages he worked to free himself and had barely maneuvered his body 
from the path of the weight when it came on, thumping down a split second later 
upon the spot where he had been. 

There is still much to be accomplished before the chute is ready for the 
final test of dropping with an airplane. A positive releasing mechanism, 
separating the weight and parachute upon lending, is in contemplation. This 
would eliminate the danger of dragging. Perhaps some quick deflation method 
will also be conceived. Major Hoffman is fully confident of the strength of 
the chute to support a weight equal to that of an airplane with passengers, and 
the dropping of an airplane with a parachute is,,of course, not an unheard of 
experiment. Two such drops have been accomplisned in California. What Major 
Hoffman hopes to obtain is a parachute of such simple mechanism, ease of 
application, and reliability of operation as to be practical for all passenger 
planes, the type:of chute that will be dependable when manufactured upon a 
production basis. In Mejor Hoffman's experiments, Wright Field feels that it 
is in the midst of an interesting story, one that may take patient reading 
through the pages of testing and slow progress, but one that it wants to stick 
to, if only to learn how the story is going to turn out. Major Hoffman's 
efforts in aviation have usually been crowned with success. 

---000--- 


RADIO FLYING LABORATORY DEMONSTRATES EFFICIENCY 


A description of the Air Corps Flying Laboratory, a Fokker C-2 fitted up 
with radio sending and re:ciing apparatus and providing sufficient space in 
the cabin to permit expcr:nzutal work to be carried on in connection with this 
equipment, was contained in the Feoruary 2lst issue of the News Letter. A 
report, recently submitted to the Chief Signal Officer by Captain Paul S. 
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Edwards, Signal Corps, gives an interesting account of a flight of the radio 
laboratory plane from ‘Dayton to Buffalo and from there back to Dayton via 
Schenectady, Mitchel Field and Bolling Field. Captain Edwards states that this 
airplane attracted great anterest at all of the.-points visited and has resulted 
in plans being made by commercial organizations and other departments to obtain 
similar airplanes for radio development projects in which they are interested, 

In the belief that Captain Edwards’ report would be of interest to News 
Letter readers, same is quoted below, as follows: 

"On April 26, 1928, the Radio Laboratory Airplane Type C-2, XP-483, left 
Dayton, Ohio, at 10: 00 A.M. with Captain 0.P. Echols, A.C. and Lieut. L.M. Wolfe, 
A .C.-Pilots; Captain P.S. Edwards, S.C., and Associate Radio Engineer W.M. 
Knott-Radio. The equipment in the airplane consisted of: 


Five types of receivers: ’ 
BC~137. 
One model each of the General Electric and Westinghouse models new under 
development. 


BC-115-116 superheterodyne. 

Short Wave Super regenerative. 

Transmitters: 

1 SCR-134, with power source derived from Leece-Neville double voltage 
generator (1000 volts .5 amps. ~ 15 volts - 20 amps.) con- 
nected to the right outboard engine; also, the standard 
power installation consisting of a 50 amp. generator on the 
left outboard engine; battery and dynamotor Type BD-41. 

1 Short Wave 75-100 meter transmitter, using a power source of 2000 
volts - .4 amps. French wind-driven generator mounted on 
the left side of the fuselage. 

"The radio beacon at Dayton was laid on the course for Buffalo. The key- 
ing system of the radio beacon utilized the new interlocking system where dots 
are sent on one loop and dashes on the other loop with continuous full power 
keying of the transmitter which result in the equi-signal zone being a solid | 
1000 cycle note. The beacon was heard throughout the entire trip to Buffalo, . 
a distance of 349 miles. Two-way telephone communication was maintained be- 
tween the airplane and ground station at Wright Field for a distance of over 
262 miles. Just before reaching Dunkirk, New York, both stations switched to 
I.C.W. telegraph transmission and exchanged messages until landing at Buffalo. 
Upon departing one hour later from Buffalo both stations worked for about 20 
minutes, but the noise level was so increased that while the signals were 
audible, they were not readable. We arrived at Schenectady 5:30 P.M. same date. 
Weather throughout the flight was clear, with the exception at Buffalo, which 
was slightly overcast with light fog. 

"The party remained at Schenectady until Sunday, April 29, 1928, During 
our stay at Schenectady several flights were made with engineers of the Gen- 
eral Electric Company as passengers, who observed the operation of the equip- 
ment in the airplane and tested a new type of General Electric supereregener- 
ative receiver between Albany and Schenectady, where the ground station util- 
ized an output as low as one watt. This receiver, in operating condition, work- 
ed very well, but at the present stage of development is not considered suit- 
able for military use, as there is no standby adjustment and the critical tuning 
necessary to obtain signals renders it unfit for aircraft use. The General 
Electric Company engineers also demonstrated a new type of short wave receiver 
using one stage of UX-222 R.F, amplification, detector and two stages of audio. 
The results were so remarkable on this receiver that one was purchased for the 
Signal Corps Aircraft Radio Laboratory, with a view of using it as a standard 
of performance for aircraft short wave receiver development. We landed at 
Mitchel Field Sunday,afternoon, April 2%, 1928. 

"Departing from Mitchel Field on Monday, April 30, en route to Bolling 
Field a schedule with WYB,Bolling Field on I.C.W. was maintained throughout | 
the flight. Due to delay in delivering the message of take-off, communication 
did not commence until we had reached Trenton, but signals at that distance 
were of such strength that it could have been easily possible to have secured 
two-way communi¢ation from both fields. Due to the fact that the Bolling Field 
transmitter was not in commission for telephone transmission all messages were 
sent and received by I.C.W. 

"A flight was made from Bolling Field to Baltimore, and return, using 
voice and I.C.W. throughout the entire trip between the airplane and Bolling 
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Field. On May 3 the airplane took off from Bolling Field en route to Langley 
Field for the maneuvers,. carrying Lieut. Wolfe as Pilot, Captain Edwards, Mr. 
Knott, and Congressmen James and Hoffman. Mes@ages were exchanged throughout 
the trip until. just before landing at Langley Field. On the return trip from 
Langley Field arrangements were made to work the Bombardment Squadron SCR-132 
(DO 1), and Bolling Field was also advised of our departure. Throughout the 
trip communication was maintained with both ground stations and the airplane. 
Congressmen James and Chapplin and Judge Clay. were passengers on the return trip, 

"On Monday, May 7, arrangements were made for a flight over Washington 
carrying seven people: Assistant Secretary of War Davison, Mr. Adamson, Major 
Blair, S:C., Major Davison; A.C., Mr. Knott, Captain Edwards and Lieut. Wolfe, 
The Aséistant Secretary of War was given a demonstration of broadcast telephone 
reception While in the air. He also transmitted telephone messages to Mrs; 
Davison who listened in at their home. Raggio telephone communication was’ es- 
tablished with Bolling Field, and messages were exchanged between the Assistant 
Secretary and the operator at the ground station. The airplane departed from 
Bolling Field at 2:00 P.M., same date, @n route for Dayton. Communication was 
maintained between Bolling Field and the airplane until Burgess Field was reachei, 
where we landed. The last one-half hour schedule was interrupted due to a short 
in the keying circuit in the airplane transmitter, but signals from the Bolling 
Field station were as audible at Uniontown as throughout the trip. Upon taking 
off at Burgess Field a short schedule was ‘worked with WYI at that station by 
telephone. As the beacon from Dayton. Was laid on the Uniontown-Dayton course, 
WYI was asked to stand by while the airplane worked Dayton by phone. Telephone 
communication was established beforg ° reaching Wheeling and maintained until 
landing at 6:45. 

"This trip has amply demonstrated that the SCR-134 can work far in excess 
of its conservative rating. The experimental double voltage engine driven gen- 
erator functioned perfectly throughout the 22 hour flight. This type of genera- 
tor used somewhat in.excess of the power requirement for the SCR-134, and will 
be used for the long range Bomber sets now under development. The adoption of 
this generator will lighten the power load on the Bomber, over the SCR-135 power 
installation, approximately 190 lbs. and will displace power equipment and other 
apparatus at a saving of approximately $600.00 per Bomber. A similar type gen- 
erator for Observation will reduce the Observation load approximately 50 lbs. 
and displace equipment costing approximately $100.00. A similar generator will 
eliminate the need for batteries on Pursuit planes and will lighten the Pursuit 
load considerably by the displacement of dynamotor and battery. 

"With the facilities for directly comparing various types of apparatus 
in the. airplane during flight, and for making repairs and changes on apparatus 
during flight, the C-2 airplane has more than paid for itself, even in the 
limited time that it has been in commission as a flying radio laboratory. Con- 
siderable data has been obtained on short wave propagation during the day, and 
.. this. type of airplane, due to its navigation and power equipment, will make it 

possible to. safely and. economically’ conduct long range night radio and naviga- 
. tion entaaete 
. | ee 


" SALVAGING, AN AIRPLANE IN THE CANAL ZONE 


Subsequent to the crash of. Lieut. Cumberpatch in a PW-9 at the mouth of 
the Cocle River, on the Atlantic side of the Isthmus, on May 3rd, and the dis- 
abling after its landing of an Amphibian plane sent to rescue him which carried 
Lieuts. Ballard and J.H. Jones to the scene of the crash, an Air Corps detach- 
ment, under the direction of Captain Armin F. Herold, A.C., and Lieut. Don L. 
Hutchins, of the Panama Air Depot, consisting of one enlisted man of the Medical 
Department and 16 enlisted personnel from the 63rd Service Squadron, proceeded 
by boat to their assistance and to salvage the planes. 

The detachment left at one o'clock May 4th on the steam tug "Captain Nones", 
furnished by the coast defense forces ef Fort Sherman, C.Z., and proceeded slow- 
ly through the night, arriving at daybreak at the designated point at the mouth 
of the Cocle River, approximately 50 miles from Colon, Republic of Panama. OW- 
ing to a very rough sea, a landing was not accomplished until about 3: 00 P.M., 

. May 5th, when the rowboat landed and located the marooned men. 
The PW-9 plane was salvaged almost intact, but very little of the Amphibian 
Was salvaged due to its having been beaten on the rocks by the unusually rough 
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sea. The salvage detachment returned to France Field late on the night of May 7th 
~---000--- 


TWO ERRANDS OF: MERCY BY FRANCE FIELD PERSONNEL 


Captain Connell, Commanding Officer of the 25th Bombardment Squadron, pilot- 
ing an NBS-1, accompanied by Lieut. Robert B. Williams in an XA-1 plane (hospital 
ship), flew to David, Republic of Panama, to bring Mrs. de Quintero, mother of 
General Quintero, to the hospital in Panama City. The patient was accompanied by 
Mrs. Aurelia de Jurado and the Chinese Consul, who was also ill. 

One of the pilots of the 24th Squadron also performed an-errand of mercy, 
when he flew in a PW-9 plane to David, Republic of Panama, carrying meningitis 
serum to a very sick child. 

~--000--- 


24TH PURSUIT SQUADRON COMPLETES TARGET PRACTICE 


The 24th Pursuit Squadron, stationed at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, 
recently completed the small arms target practice with the following result: 

Number of men firing the course... . 128 

Percentage qualified .......... 83.51% 


Number qualified as Expert. ...... 58 

Number qualified as Sharpshooter. ... 20 

Number qualified as Marksman. ..... 21 
---000--- 


GENERAL PARKER PLEASED WITH AIR CORPS MANEUVERS 


Brigadier-General Frank Parker, Assistant Chief of Staff, forwarded the 
following radiogram to General Surmerall, Chief of Staff, on May 2lst, following 
the conclusion of the maneuvers at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: 

"Air demonstration just culminated everything has.passed off successfully 
and increasing efficiency has been demonstrated throughout the tour. Everywhere 
great satisfaction has been expressed by local authorities and I myself have been 
greatly pleased by the consistent excellence of this air force." 

On June l2th General Parker submitted the following memorandum to the Chief 
of Staff, reporting on the visit of the air force to the service schools: 

“On May 2nd I left Washington, D.C., piloted by Major John B. Brooks, and 
spent the 3rd and 4th of May at Langley Field, Virginia, witnessing the maneuvers 
of the Air Corps Demonstration Group, consisting of one war strength pursuit 
squadron, taken from the lst Pursuit Group, at Selfridge Field, Michigan; one war 
strength attack squadron, taken from the 3rd Attack Group at Fort Crockett,Texas, 
each unit numbering 25 planes cach, together with a provisional transport squad- 
ron numbering 16 plenes, essembled from various Air Corps activities throughout 
the United States. This, together with the necessary staff planes, constituted 
73 in all. 

"During these dates I likewise looked over the past and visited the Air 
Corps Tactical School. An cxcellent state of efficiency and high gnees stan- 
dards were in evidence everywhere, 

"On May Sth, the Pursuit and Attack Squadrons and the transport planes, flew 
to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, rendezvousing over Raleigh, North Carolina, en 
route. Practical tests on targets and on actual troops were conducted at Fort 
Bragg, and demonstrations of air tactics and combat were held. One day was lost 
at Fort Bragg on account of a storm and on the 9th of May this air force proceed- 
ed to Fort Benning, rendezvousing over Columbia, South Carolina, en route. 

"On the 10th, demonstrations against ground troops and air tactical exer- 
cises were carried out. On the llth, the air force proceeded to Maxwell- Field, 
Alabama, where it remained until the 14th. 

"On the 14th, a flight was made to Shreveport, Louisiana, in spite of stormy 
weather. Due to weather conditions, three attack planes got off their course and 
eventually landed in a small town about sixty miles south of Monroe, Louisana, 
Due to continudus rains which so softened the field, these planes were unable to 
rejoin the Demonstration Group until it reached Fort Riley, Kansas. Two other 
attack planes turned back due to the storm and landed with the pursuit planes at 
Monroe, Louisiana,but joined their organization at Shreveport later that evening. 
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"On the 15th, the flight was ‘resumed and all planes, with the exception of 
five, reached Fort Sill about midday. Of these five, three were the attack Plane, 
previously mentioned. -One of the three motored Ford tramsport plane which burned 

. out a bearing due to a broken oil connection and had to return to Shreveport. 
The other was a Douglas transport plane which landed in the vicinity of Dallas 
due to generator trouble. 

"On the 16th, practical demonstrations against troops on the ground, tar- 
gets, and air combat and tactics were given. On the 17th, the flight was-re- 
sumed to Fort Riley, and on the 18th, a program of air operations seatnst. ground. 
troops and of air combat and tactics was carried out. 

"On the 19th, the flight to Fort Leavenworth was made and on the ‘alst. as 
demonstration was given against ground targets, also of air combat and tactics, 
This was the last of the series of exercises. 

"During this tour I have constantly flown in we. exercises aiid have observed 
carefully, notmly the technical efficiency of this air force, ‘both‘as‘to the 
handling of the ships in the air and as to their maintenance on the ground, but 
have likewise given special attention to the matters of discipline of the per- 
sonnel. 

"It affords me great satisfaction to report that no incident of any kind 
occurred to mar a smooth and efficient performance of duty by this air force 
from the beginning to the end of the expedition. From the cheerful, efficient 
mechanics, to the Squadron Commanders, I have to report a consistent excellence 
in discipline, technique and tactical maneuver. — 

"Of the 73 planes which completed the flight of some three thousand three 
hundred miles, only one transport plane had to remain behind on account of engine 
trouble. There were no accidants, and yet, when this flight broke up and re- 


* ,turned to their hoe stations, there was probably:.an average of over four thous- 


and miles for each ship, of more or less continuous: operation in cross-country 
flights and tactical exercises. 
"General’Foulois has handled this mission with excellent judgment and sound 
: discipline and at all points where his command gave demonstrations, I heard noth- 
ing but commendation of the results. The general line of this commendation is 
well expressed in a letter written by General King after the last demonstration 
given at Fort Leavenworth. 
"TJ desire to commend the Flight Commanders, Majors, Knerr, Lackland, 
Lanphier and Coleman. The words of commendation of these Squadron Commanders 
is equally applicabie to the personnel of thoir commands, The fact that there 
were no accidents and that all planes made their long trip and arduous exercises 
Without accident, is sufficient proof of the excellent work done by the mechanicr 
"Finally, as to General Foulois and his able staff, I desire to express my 
admiration for the able and successful manner in which this very instructive 
air tour has been conducted and for the unquestionably fine results achieved." 
---000--- 


DEATH OF GENERAL ALLESANDRO GUIDONI 


A report was recently submitted to the Air Corps on the death of General 
Allesandro Guidoni on April 27th last as the result of a panera test jump 
at the experimental station of Montecétie, Italy. 

General Guidoni, who several years ago was on duty at the Italian Embassy 
in Washington as Air Attache, was well known in military and diplomatic circles 
in the Capital City. That he was keenly interested in aviation and very much 
alive to its unlimited possibilities was evidenced by his frequent visits to 
the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, where he was a familiar figure. His 


untimely death is deeply regretted ty all who were fortunate enough to have made 
his acquaintance. 


. The report alluded to reads as follows: i 

"From the information now available, Air Ministry and the newspapers, 
General Guidoni attempted to make a live jump with a "Salvator B" type of para- 
.chute, from an observation airplane, type R-22, piloted by Lieut. Freri, of 
the Regia Aeronautica. 

"At the altitude of 1000 meters, the General left the plane from the rear 
cockpit. The only eye witness at close range was the pilot, who stated that all 
went well until after the General had left the plane. That at the moment he 
launched himself into the air he fell backwards from the fuselage of the plane, 
at the same time rotating his body in such a manner as to entangle himself in 
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the cord, which connected the tripping ring on the parachute, to the fuselage. . . 
This tension on the cord caused the parachute to open sooner than calculated, 

and the slip-stream of the propeller, caused the cords of the parachute to blow 
across the head and shoulders of the General. This method of controlling the 
opening of the paractute is used for sivdents. The length of the cord, which 

is secured to the fuselage and is fastened to the tripping ring of the parachute 
is of sufficient length to allow the body to clear the tail surfaces of the plan 
and the propeller slipstream, before the opening device functions. 

"The pilot further steted that the pack opened.properly, the pilot chute 
came out and the cords with the main chute followed, but due to the fouling of 
the cords of the main chute on the General's head and arms, it failed to fill 
with air, and followed the body in a fluttering trail to the ground. 

"The Air Ministry states that there have been over 2000 drops, both alive 
and with ballast, and this is the first chute that has failed to open. 

"It appears that this jump was not authorized by higher authority, as such 
application would have, in all probability, been disapproved due to the important 
position held by General Guidoni. It waw a personal desire on the part of the 
General to test the chute, and thus place himself in a position to speak with 
authority on the efficiency of the Italian parachute. 

"General Guidoni was Director-General of Aeronautical Construction for the 
Air Ministry, and was recalled from his post last year, as Air Attache in London 
to assume command of this important division. He was especially fitted for this 
position by reason of his wide knowledge of aviation supply and airplane manu- 
facturtng. His knowledge of American and English methods of production, to- 
gether with the fact that he was an aeronautical engineer, placed him in one 
of the highest positions in the Air Ministry. In view of this fact it can be 
truthfully said that the Italian Government has lost a very valuable and expe- 
rienced officer of high technical cualifications. 

"General Guidoni was born in Turin in 1880, and was educated as an en- 
gineer, In 1903 he was commissioned a naval engineer in the Italian Naval 
Service. In this capacity he served thru the grades from Lieutenant to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, until he was transferred to the Aeronautical Engineering Corps 
in 1916. He was promoted to a Colonel of this. Corps in September, 1923, a few 
months later was again promoted to Major-General of this Corps and appointed 
the Director General of Engineering and Aeronautical Construction of the Regia 
Aeronautica, 

"General Guidoni has served as the Air Attache, both in Washington and in 
London, and is widely known as an aeronautical technician of ability and cour- 
age. For his scientific work, in peace and in war, he has been decorated in 
the United States, England and France, and has been awarded the highest Italian 
decorations. 

"As early as 1911, General Guidoni was rated as a pilot and was one of the 
first engineers to experiment with the idea of aerial torpedoes. From 1907 to 
1912 he made many experiments and carried on an extensive research work in 
aerodynamics, at the Naval Laboratory. From 1913 to 1917 he was active in aero- 
nautical engineering on hydroplanes, dirigibles and motors. From 1917 to 1919 
he made a study of the resistance of structures against under water bombs, ex- 
plosives and projectiles, and in 1921 was associated with the experiments and 
wrote several articles, on the bombardment tests against battleships. 

"He was a constructor of note, as in 1914 he constructed the naval hydro- 
plane transport "Elba", and at a later date, 1915, he constructed the naval 
hydroplane transport "Europa", together with hangars of the dirigible clas8. 
During the years 1916 to 1920 his work. was confined to neval ordnance, in which 
time he constructed a net for under water protection of battleships against 
large bombs, invented a blockade torpedo or mine launched by a parachute, and a 
bomb sight. In 1921 he invented an aerial torpedo and a variable pitch air pro- 
peller. His last research work was along the line of turbine motors for aviatic 

"With the loss of General Guidoni, the Engineering Division of the Regia 
Aeronautica will probably function for the present time as three separate sec~ 
tions or branches, each under a general officer, responsible directly to the Air 
Minister, General Verdusio was the Assistant Direetor General under General 
Guidoni, and is now the Italian Air Attache in London. He is the senior engia 


neer officer in his grade, and due to the present situation, there is nothing 


to keep him from being appointed the Director General. As the chief of this 
division he can remain at his post in Loudon, as the three branches can functior 
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without a chief in this city. However, Colonel Cristofero Ferrari, of the Aero- 
nautical Engineering Corps, has been promoted to the grade of General, and has 
been assigned to the command of two branches of the Engineering Division; namely, 
the Construction Branch and the Studies and Experimentai Branch. This leaves the 
Supply Branch under the same officer as before. There is nothing to indicate 
that this assignment is permanent, as further changes may take place at any 
moment," 


---000-~=- 
NEWLY COMMISSIONED OFFICERS FOR AIR CORPS 


As a result of the recent examination of candidates for appointment as 2nd 
Lieutenants in the Air Corps, Regular Army,27:Air'Cirps Resofficers, all of the, 
graduates of the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, and holding the 
rating of Airplane Pilot, have been found qualified for such appointment. The 
Chief of the Air Corps has recommended to the War Department mes these officers 
be assigned to the stations indicated, viz: 
To Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif.: 
Arthur L. Smith, Wentworth Goss. 
To Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l.: 
Paul E. Reeder. 
To Fort Sam Houston, Texas: 
Jordan F. Haney, Frank Corson. 
To Fort Crockett, Texas: 
Elmer P. Rose. 
To Kelly Field, Texas: 
Edward E. Porter. 
To Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas: 
Herbert E. Rice, Joseph H. Atkinson, Homer C. 
Jemes L. Dente). oP. 
To Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala.: 
Robert C. Ashley, Louis P. Turner. 
To Mitchel Field, Long Island, N.Y.: 
Fay 0. Dice, John A. ae. Budd J. Peaslee, Clarence T. Mower, 
Ford J. Lauer. 
To Pope Field, Fort Bragg, Fayerterilte, N.C.3 
Edgar R. Todd, 
To Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.: 
Royal Leonard. 
To Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif.: 
Edward L. Meadow, Frederick W. Ott. 
To Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich.: 
Herbert C. Sherman, Robert L. Schcenlein, John F. Egan, Joseph C. Soper 
---000--- 


Munson, Lee F. Duncan, 


MARCH FIELD GRADUATES TO GO TO KELLY FIELD 


The graduating class of the Air Corps Primary Flying School at March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., will comprise 34 Flying Cadets. These young men have virtual- 
ly completed the 8 months! course at this school and will soon be wending their 
way to Texas to begin the four months' advanced course at the Advanced Flying 
School at Kelly Field. The students who are expected to graduate shortly before 
July lst next are as follows: 

Donald Wells Buckman Portland, Oreg. 





J.P. Bauer Pittsburgh, Pa. 
John A. Carmichael San Diego, Cal. 
Russell A. Cone.” Champaign, Ill. 
William J. Crosswell Benecia, Cal. 
John B. Dawson Pampa, Texas. 
Walter A. Fernander Oakland, Cal. 
Herbert L. Grills 
Robert K. Giovannoli 
Charles W. Haas 
Howard E. Hall 
Andrew D. Knox 
Richard 4, Lee 


Lexington, Ry.’ 


Lamar, Coloz. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Los ingles, Ca 


San Gebriel, Cal. 


Doneld R. Lyon 
A.P. Mantz 

Emery J. Martin 
Hilliam M. Morgan 
Blaine B.Newcom 
George E.Percefull 


Capleville, Tenn. Stanley K.Robinson 


R.P.Sanders 
Raymond Seider 
Willard R.Shephard 
Elmer J. Sinclair 
1. Andrew F. Solter 
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Los Angeles,Cal. 
Redwood City,Cal. 
Columbus, Kansas. 
Kansas City, Kans. 
Chicago,I1l. 
Lonoke, Ark. 
Pasadena,Cal. 
Lawton, Okla. 
Los Angeles,Cal. 
Bardstown, Ky. 
Cashmere, Wash. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
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Leland Stranathan 
Hugh L. Smith 
Robert W. Stewart 
K.E. Tibbetts 
Gaynor Tostavin 


Los Angeles, Cal. 


Clinton P. Warner 


Salt Lake City,Utah. Max H. Warren 


Salt Lake City,Utak. 


Columbus,Ohio. 
Little Rock, Ark. 





J.A. Winefordner 
Sheldon B. Yoder 


---o00--- 


THE NEW STUDENT CLASSES AT PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOLS 


Renton, Wash. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Zanesville,Ohio. 
Almont, Mich. 


A total of 212 candidates, 201 civilians and 11 enlisted men of the Army, 
have qualified for appointment as Flying Cadet, end War Department orders are in 
process of being issued directing the civilian candidates to proceed to the mili- 


tery post nearest their home where their enlistment may be accomplished. 


All 


candidates are required to report for training not later than July lst next. 

The Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, will be the 
destination of 87 civilian candidates and 9 enlisted men, while 114 civilians and 
two enlisted men will receive their primary flying training at March Field, River- 


side, Cal. 


More than 1200 candidates took the exemination for the much coveted flying 
cadet appointment, and while considerably more than 200 civilains made passing 
marks, the limited accommodations at the two Primary Flying Schools prohibited 
the appointment of a greater number. 


ment over civilians in 


the manner of 


Enlisted men of the Army receive prefer- 
cadet aprointments, no limitation being 
placed on the number to be appointed provided a passing mark is made. 


Unsuc- 


cessful candidates huve further opvortunities to receive appointment, since ex- 

New classes are started at both Primary 

Flying Schools on Marca lst, Juiv lst and November lst. 
Among the successful candidates in the last examination are two American 


aminations are held three tines a year. 


citizens residing in Cansda. 


The State of California leads in the number of 


successful candidates with a total of 30, Los Angeles contributing 10 of that 


number, 


Illinois is next in line with 17 candidates, Chicago contributing seven. 


The young men scheduled to go to Brooks Fieid are as follows: 


Connecticut: 

Howard W. Yoemans 
Roger W. Batchelder 
District of Columbia: 
William J. Birthright 
Frederick L. Lucas 
Frederic A.Middleton 
Florida: 

B.H. Vincent 
Washington L.Nichols 
“PJJ.0.Smith 

Georgia: 

Hugh A. Parker 
Philip D. Coates 
Reuben C. Hood,Jr. 
-dJames G. Nichols 
Robert M. Page,Jr. 
Littleton A.Roberts 
Mills §. Savage 
Albert W. Shepherd 
Louisiana: 

Austin Chaplain 
Erling A. Strand 
Maine: 

George F. Kehoe 
Maryland: 

Edwin H. White 

F, Colston Young 
A.Robertson Middleton 
Roswell R. Boyer 
William H. Moore 
Claude M. Parks 


Jartford 
New Haven 


Washington 
" 


St.Petersburg 
Chaires 
Lekeland 


Atnens 


Atlanta 
" 


Meriongouin 
Destrehan 


Orono 


Beltimore 
" 
Centerville 
College Park 
! ! 


Chestertown 


Massachusetts: 
Robert Ford 
John C. Schroeter 
Desmond S. Shipley 
Gerard F. Mulligan 
John §. Young 
Henry B. Farris 
Mississippi: 
Jesse B. Funchess 
Williem I.Marsolis,Jr. 
H.I.Gregory 
New Hampshire: 
Fenry P. Stevens 
New Jersey: 
Karold E. Kelley 
John Dumont Ka; 
Harry C. Crumpelt 
Caleb M. Hill 
New York: 
Daniel Marra 
Eusene L. Keet 
William R. Gladwin 
Walter M. Hartung 
North Cerolina: 
Philip H. Atkinson 
Jennings H. Mease 
E. George Shepard 
Oklahoma: 
Dorman J. Condit 
Wn.Kelso McFall 
Albert B. Duke 
kussell Martin 
Aubre:’ Lee Sharp 
C.Robd Nenle 
Frank W. Abbott 
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Cambridge 
" 


Dorchester 
Springfield 
Winchester 


A.&.M.College, 
Centreville 
Shelby 


Rye Beach 


Haddonfield 
Morristown 


Princeton 
tt 


Brooklyn, 
Ithaca 

Mt. Vernon 

New York City 


Asheville 
Canton 
Chapel Hill 


Bartlesville 
Featherston 
Oklahoma City 
Stillwater 


Shawnee 
Tulsa 
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Pennsylvania: 


Charles L. Munroe,Jr. 


Frederick B. Betts 
Daniel J. Barry 
M.Gilbert Johnson 
Robert J. Blake 
Merrill D. Burnside 
Harold Goldstein 
Donald L. Putt 

J. Colin Smith 
James P, Reilly 

A. Elliott Wilson 
Burton P. Lewis 
Wells H. Denny 
Harold B.G. Bickell 
South Carolina: 
Wycliffe E. Steele 
Thomas D. Ferguson 
Lorry N. Tindal 
A.A, Freeman 


Tennessee: 
Ben Avon Rufus H. Carswell 
Clearfield John W. Sessums,dr. 
Harrisburg William G. Catron 
7 Virginia: 
Pittsburgh Nelson §. Phillips 
" Canada: 


. Bayard B. Borden 
s Mitchel P. Borden 
New Kensington Texas: 


Philadelphia William L. Kennedy 
Oil City Hugh H. McDaniel 
Sharon Carl L. Storrie 


State College 
Upper Darby 


Reed A. Massey 
Richard C.Colburn 
Dudley E. Whitten 


Bingham Ewald J. Burgman 
Charleston Roy D. Taylor 
Clemson College Floyd B. Wood 
Columbia W.L. Patrick 


Chattanooga 
Knoxville 
Lebanon 


Blackburg 


Oshawa, Ontario 
v ! 


Beaumont 


College Station 
ii] ! 


" " 


Dallas 
" 


Galveston 
Lubbock 
Richland Spring 
Rockport 


The candidates slated to go to March Field, Calif., are as follows: 


Arizona: 


Gilbert B. Blackmore 


California: 
Winthrop H. Towner 
Henry W. Brummel 
William Ball 
Benton L. Boardman 
Cyril Chaprellet 
Paul T. Cullen 

“Thomas J. Devlin 
Joseph E. Farmer 
John D. Graves 
John P. Guerin 
George E. Price 
Ow6én Eugene Wilcox 
Paul M. Erickson 
Paul M. Nold 
H.E. Pastorius,Jr. 
Bud K, Hawkins 
Rex K. Estudillo 
Harold G. Hess 
T.W. Imlay 
Andrew K. Cline 
Richard H. Hoffman 
Kenneth A. Rogers 
Karl H. Kieberer 
Neville I. Wright 
Jack Haine 
Carey Stevenson 
Merle H. Jones 
Willard J. Venen 
Pierce £.Warrington 
Thomas L. Thurlow 

Colorado: 

Arthur V. Cole 

Vernon L. Nelson 

Proctor W. Nichols 

Idaho: 

Eugene H. Beebe 
Irving R. Selby 


Indiana: 

Bernard F. Suverkrup 
John H. Dorey 
William C.Pritchard 
A... Denny 

Bruce Davenport 
Forrest E. Malick 
John A. Timmons 
Illinois: 

William E. Butler 
J. Harvey Gray 
Robert K. Laughlin 
Paul M. Norman 

John Bonnell 

Paul W. Brown 
Robert A. Burch 
James Hart,Jr. 
Redlands Earl E. Myers 
Riverside © Charles R.O'Malley 

“ Harry E. Ruby,Jdr. 

’ Charles K. Moore 
Selinas Lawrence W. Koons 
Sen Diego Ermel J. McElwee 

: = Harry 0.Bercher 
Sanford University Glenn W. Bunting 
San Francisco Raymond F. Nicholson 
" 7 Iowa: 
Senta Monica Dick R. Petty 
“ . Merlin I. Carter 
Elmer R. Wycoff 


San Carlos 


Claremont 

Glendale 

Los Angeles 
{t t 


Pasadena 


Santa Paula 


San Pedro Harry E. Coffie 
Stanford University Myron T. Williams 
Venice Frank Reed 

Kansas: 
Denver Daniel D. Santry 
Fort Collins Miller H, Troup 
Manitou “Roy H. Lynn 

G.S. Cook 

Moscow Leslie 0. Peterson 


ad Fred W. Schultz 
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Crawfordsville 

Vincennes 

West Lafayette 
" " 


Champaign 
" 


Chicago 


Harvey 
Pontiac 
Sidney 


Urbana 
tl 


" 


Audubon 


Des Moines 
iT tt 


Iowa City 
tt 


" 


Owasa 


Ellsworth 
Lawrence 
Holton 


Salina 
it 


Wathena 
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7 FBeituclcy : ; Montana: 
"t Bdgar B. Smith Bowling Green Gerard J, Pesman Bozeman 
Fred G. Harlow Louisville Marry J. Hinrichsen Butte 
Kendall E.Trautwein at  gack R. Lincke " 
Michigan: Maurice C.Andries Virginia City 
Lester C. Curl Ann Arbor North Dalzotas 

Richard U. Light 8 " Richard L, Rouzie Jamestown 
Bruce A. Tyndall " " Ohio: 

William Bryson Detroit Gerald B. Bauman Akron 
Clyde H, Mitchel " Enslen C. Brown wee ae 
Paul A. Piper East Lansing Malcolm Dulaney Cincinnati 
Frank §. Trueblood Gladstone Richard Kk.Braggins Cleveland Heights 
Herbert J. Kline Jackson Homer H, Shaffer Columbus 
Jesse L, Hodgson Rockford - Walter F. Martin Dayton 
Minnesota: Theodore F. Bennett Galena 
Theodore M. Bolen Fort Snelling Ralph C. Williams Lakewood 
Jchn Gordon Fowler Minneapolis Norman D. Sillin Lima 
Donald W. Gilfillan " Oregon: 

Richard C. Lingsay " Denald H. Baxter Portland 
Missouri: Washington: 

Mervin E. Mansager Columbia . Dan M. Medler Seattle 
George Leonard Blackburn Fayette Wisconsin: 

William Basil Offutt Fulton A.A.Strauble ; Green Bay 
George Graham Northrup Kansas City Winston W. Kratz Madison 
Jacksen E. Dugcale St. Louis Wyoming: 

William M. Hille x ON Philip ¥. Pepoon Laramie 


Wallace W. Hert " AM 


The enlisted men who are under orders to proceed to March Field, Calif., 
for flying training, are: 

Private John D. Monimorency, 91st Squadron, Crissy Field, Calif. 

Private Lloyd FE. Watnee, Heqre. 13th School Group, March Field, Calif. 

The five Air Corps enlicted men end four from other branches of the 
service, who are slated to undergo training at Prooks Field, Texas, are: 


Staff Sct. William L. Snowden, Air Corps, Kelly Field,Texas. 
Private Hudson Chadwick, Jr., Air Corps Maxwell Field,Ala. 
Private James L. Jackson, Air Corps Marshall Field, Kansas. 
Private Wm.L. Anderson, Air Corps Brooks Field, Texas. 
Private Gilbert R. Merry, Air Corps FallyoField,Terary 
Private Custer L. Lynn, Medical Dent. Edgewood Arsenal, Md. 
Private Stoyte 0. Ross, 5th Field Artillery Fort Bragg,N.C. 
Private Harold §. Caplinger, Cavalry School Det. Fort Riley,Kansas. 
Private Paul Hinds, 2nd Cavalry Rrirade Fort Bliss,Texas. 
---000-—= 


ATR CORPS HAS NO SURPLUS HANGAR MATERIAL FOR DISTRIBUTION 


Following the receipt of numerous requests from all over the country ‘or 
alleged surplus hangar material in possession of the Army Air Corps, the Chief 
of the Air Corps recently made an anrouncerent to the effect that none o7 this’ 
material is at present available for distribution to outside aeronautica, 
activities and will not be so available during the five-year Air Corps expan- 
sion program. 

It appears that the impression has gone forth throughout the country that 
the Air Corps has surplus hangar materiel which it is trying to dispose of by 
reason of the fact that the old temporary expeditionary type of hangars are 
being replaced with new ones of a permanent and standard type of construction. 
As a matter of fact, however, the Air Corps intends to hold in reserve all of 
the old material for use in the construction of special buildings needed by the 
Air Corps in connection with the five-year building program. 

---000--- 
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GRADUATION OF CADETS FROM THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


It is anticipated that 27 Flying Cadets will graduate on June 23rd from 
the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas. The Chief of 
Air Corps has forwarded a recommendation to the War Department that 25 of 
these Cadets be commissioned as 2nd Lieutenants in the Air Corps, two of them 
already holding Reserve commissions in other branches of the service. 

The young men who will betome eligible to wear the wings to denote the 
fact that they are full fledged pilots are: 


J.S. Bartles Hillsboro,I11. Robert E.L. Pritle Council Brove, Kans, 
C.Edgar Bradshaw West Haven,Conn. Joel G. Pitts Oklahoma City,Okla, 
Donald Edwin Broughton Benango,Nebr. George Carl Price Lowell, Mass. 
Leland C. Brown Granite City,I11.W.A.R. Robertson Pittsfield,Mass, 
Ralph Browmfield Winfield,Kansas. Kenneth A. Rogers Columbia, Mo. 
Kenneth A. Cool Cleveland,Ohio. Douglas M. Swisher Gessie, Ind. 

Paul L. Foster Tulsa, Okla. Cassius Thomas Traer, Iowa. 

Edwin R. French Ronan, Mont. Charles §. Vaughn Nashville, Tenn. 
Alfred F. Kalberer Lafayette, Ind. Ronald R. Walker Newkirk, Okla. 
Trevor Kenyon Brooklyn,N.Y.. Roger V. Williams Spokane, Wash. 

Joel E. Mallory Santa Rosa,Cal. Stuart P. Wright Dallas, Texas. 
Isaac W. Ott Osyka, Miss. Paul B. Wortsmith Detroit,Mich. 
James N. Peyton Detroit, Mich. Myron E. Zeller Cleveland,Ohio. 
Fred A. Pillet Dallas, Texas. 


Flying Cadets Pitts and Walker hold commissions as 2nd Lieuts. in the Rew 
Serve Corps and are being recommended for transfer to the Air Corps Reserve. 
Cadet Douglas M. Swisher is a full fledged member of the Caterpillar Club, 
having joined that exclusive mythical organization of airmen who made emergency 
parachute jumps on April 24th last. On that date, flying a pursuit plane at 
9,000 feet altitude, a collision in the air caused it to go out of control, and 
he leaped out of the plane and made a safe landing with his parachute. 
---000--- 


COMMENDATION FOR CAPTAIN ROBERT E. ELLIS, SEOEEVE.. 


Captain Robert E. Ellis, Air Corps Reserve, on extended active duty at 
‘Bolling Field, was commended. by the Chief of the Air Corps for bringing his 
burning airplane safely to earth, extinguishing the fire and thereby saving 
the government thousands of dollars which would have been lost had the pilot 
jumped: from the plane with his parachute. 

The incident occurred May 23rd near Green Springs, West Va., and the fire. 
Was apparently due to a defective: gas line. 

The letter sent to Captain Ellis reads as follows:. 

"The Commanding Officer, Bolling Field, has reported to this office .the 
circumstances which occurred when the airplane which you were piloting caught 
fire in the air near Green Springs, West Virginia, on May 23, 1928. 

"It is considered that your ‘presence of mind and good judgment were respon- 
sible for saving the airplane and enabling the cause of the fire to .be discover- 
ed, and that this may lead to the prevention of similar accidents in the future, 
The Chief. of the Air Corps desires that you be informed of his official commen- 
dation for your excellent behavior under trying circumstances." 


The report of Captain Hllis on his forced landing reads as follows: 

n “At ‘nine-twenty o'clock, A.M., May 23, 1928, I departed from Cumberland 
Airport. en route to Bolling Field. The plane and engine had been inspected by 
Sergeant Key of the Cumberland Airport toth at the time of the take-off and an 
hour earlier. At an altitude of 2800 feet, approximately over Green. Springs, 

W. Va., I smelled an odor of burning rubber. I immediately checked the engine 
and oil temperatures both being approximately 80 degrees and 60 degrees, respeCty 
fully. Immediately after I noticed flames in the region of the carburetors 
and black smoke poured back into the cockpit. I immediately turned the gas off 
and prepared to jump, loosening my belt. In getting the ship in a position st 
I could leave it I noticed that the fire had diminished slightly. This encour~ 
aged me to believe that it might be a gasoline fire, so I opened and closed the | 
throttle quickly at the same time side-slipping the airplane to approximately 
1500 feet, deciding that I would jump at that altitude if the fire continued 
without abating. At that altitude the blaze appeared to be diminishing, go 1 
continued a very rapid descent, side-slipping most of the way. At about 500 
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feet the blaze increased momentarily. I lauded safely at 9:35 A.M. with a dead. 
stick in a wheat ficld between the river and the railroad, two miles northwest of 
the Green Springs Railroad Station. I then extinguished the blaze with a fire 
entinguisher by squirting the stream thru openings alongside of the air intake 
manifold. After removing the cowling the ignition wires were found to be com- 
pletely destroyed. Later, after engine had cooled off, the gas line was checked 
and on opening the valve and using the wooble pump a spray of gasoline emerged 
from a crack in the gasoline line leading to the front carburetor. This crack 
was directly over and between the two magnetos. Upon removal it was found that 
there appeared to be a crack in the copper tubing and showed evidence of having 
been solderod with soft solder which had broken open in the air due to vibration. 
The solder could be easily cut with a lmife. The joints of the gasoline line 
appeared to be properly scldered as the solder could not be easily cut with the 
same knife. The crack was across the tube, approximately half way around it, and 
on the under side of the tube and about a half inch from point where it enters 
the tee. This defective gas line was not discovered until after the pilot had 
communicated with the 0.D,. regarding the supplics necessary to make repairs; 
therefore, steps were immediately taken to have the gasoline line repaired. This 
was done by brazing at the Foundry of the Baltimore and Ohio Timber Preserving 
Piant at Green Springs, West Va.", 

---000--- 


ADDITIONAL CATERPILLAR CLUB MEMBERS | 2 


The News Letter Correspondent from Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., 
states that the good ola Army parachute again functioned to perfection recently 
when it brought Licut. Lawrence J. Carr, Air Corps, safely to earth after his 
belt had broken and allowed him to be thrown from his plane at about 2500 feet 
altitude. 

Lieut. Carr was practicing acrobatics in a PW-9 pursuit plane, and while 
executing an aileron roll suddenly foeund that he and his plane had parted com- 
pany. Lieut. Carr landed without a scratch in a cane field near the airdrome, 
and met the rescue party with a broad smile and an invitation to visit his head- 
quarters about 5:00 P.M. Examination of the belt showed it had torn loose from 
the buckle and that the webbing at this point, although apparently in good con- 
dition, had deteriorated to such an extent as to cause it to fail when the full 
weight of the pilot came against it. Needless to say, all belts are being 
checked, and any which show signs of deterioration are being discarded. 

Lieut. Stanley M. Umstead, on duty at Mitchel Field, N.Y., joined the ranks 
of the Caterpillar Club on May 28th last, when the supercharged P-5 he was fly- 
ing over the field caught fire at 2500 feet altitude. He had been performing 
acrobatics for approximately 30 minutes over the field at 3,000 feet. These 
acrobatics consisted mostly of slow rolls and flying on his back. During all 
the upside down maneuvers he noticed a slight gasoline spray on the wind shield, 
but as this spray was no more than the customary one prevailing when flying on 
back he paid little attention to it. In returning to normal flying position 
the plane suddenly burst into flames. Practically all of the fire was inside 
of the fuselage around the gasoline tank, and flames came out of the cockpit. 
Lieut. Umstead was forced to leave the cockpit instantly on account of the heat. 
Standing on the seat he was forced back over the fairing in rear of cockpit by 
the propeller blast. Pulling the rip cord in this position he was pulled back 
over the rail of the plane. . 

Lieut. Umstead stated that he was quite nervous uhtil he found himself 
hanging in parachute, after which he was perfectly at ease. Both of his hands 
were slightly burned: his back was stiffened from the pull of the parachute and 
he received a slicht bruise on his right leg,. probably due to hitting the fin 
in leaving the ship. ; . 


of the Caterpillar Club, this time two candidates vowing their allegiance to the 
"bit of silk" which, as far as can be ascertained at this time, has been respon- 
sible for saving the lives of €4 airmen.It.Max Palfour, Air Corps, was testing 
an 0-11 airplane and had as his passenger Lieut. John A. McCormack of the Signal: 
Corps. While executing a slow roll the wings collapsed. No official report on 
this accident has thus far been received, but press reports state that after 
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both wings were suddenly torn from the plane the fuselage dropped like a rodket, 

while gasoline from the broken wing tanks sprayed over it. Lieut. Balfour cut 

his switch, which doubtless prevented a fire. McCormack went over the side firgt 

With Balfour close behind. ‘The wrecked plane hurtled through the roof of a 

stable owned by Averill Harriman, killing two of his best polo ponte. 
~--000--- 


ATR CORPS TO TRANSPORT PRESIDENTIAL MAIL 


Arrangements have been completed for the transportation of the President's 
mail via airplane during his summer vacation in Wisconsin. The Army Air Corps 
will handle the mail between Superior, Wisconsin, and Chicago, I1l., while the 
Air Mail Service will take care of all the east bound mail out of Chicago. 

Army Air Corps pilots will alternate in short tours of duty in charge of 
the Army air mail operations between Chicago and Superior. Lieut. Charles 17, 
Skow, stationed at Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, is the first officer as. 
signed to this duty. 

The route from Chicago westward follows the Chicago and Northwestern R.R, 
to Madison, Wis.; the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul R.R. to Wisconsin Rapids, 
and the Soo Line to Ladysmith and Superior. The Post Office Department is mak~ 
ing arrangements with the three railroads concerned to stop trains between Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin Rapids and Superior on signal from a man in uniform to prevent 
delay in the transportation of the Presidential mail in the event of a forced 
landing of a plane at any time. 

Funds have been allotted by the War Department for the erection of an air- 
plane hangar on the field at Superior, Wisconsin, to house the Army planes. 

---000--- 


A CHALLENGE TO THE 24TH SQUADRON 


In the News Letter of February 2lst last there appeared an item from France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, to the effect that 11 officers assigned to the 24th 
Squadron made a score of 610 (expert qualification) or better in target practice 
The sentence "If any squadron has a better record, let us hear from them", has 
brought a response from the News Letter Correspondent of Clark Field, Pampanga, 
P.I., who states: 

"We note in a-recent News Letter that the 24th Squadron at France Field 
desires to hear from any squadron which has a better record than theirs for 
machine gun firing. The Srd Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field, which turned out 
100% experts takes the air in squadron formation to reply to the challenge of 
the 24th Squadron. We admit that the record machine gun firing of the 24th 
Squadron is good and we compliment them on their scores. However, the compara- 
tive scores given below indicate that France Field still has room for consider- 
able improvement if it would compete with Clark Field. 











SRD PURSUIT SQUADRON, CLARK FIELD 24TH SQUADRON, FRANCE FIELD 
Pilot score Score 
TE fy: ere: ee 947 .6 
Lt. G.F. Semen . . . . . » «3GSS.0 910.8 
cs Ne”. 941.4 767.3 
Lt. C. McMullen ae ae ee 877.2 766.2 
Becchces Weeteees "Ss 3 oe ss) BOO 721.2 
Major L.A. Walton ...... 873.6 672.5 
Oe ee Ye 662.9 
= ee | 650.4 
De. wes MEE 6 «2+ ee «ce 618.8 
ee ie Pt 610.4 
Average score 889.18 Taek 6%. 
---000--~ 


SHORT WAVE RADIO COMMUNICATION BY KINDLEY FIELD PERSONNEL 


The radio personnel at Kindley Field, Fort Mills,P.I., has reached a pericd 
in the development of short wave radio communication where they now maintain 2 
regular nightly schedule with San Diego. The News Letter Correspondent states 
that anyone having messages for personnel at this field can be assured of delive 
~ 232 ~ V-5800,A.C. 
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ery by mailing them to Don C. Good, 182] Altura Place, San Diego, California, 
for transmission. Better erclose a stamp or two so that Mr. Good can forward 
your reply. 

---0090--- 


AERIAL MAPPING WORK IN THE PHILIPPINES 


The 6th Photo Section, stationed at Comp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., completed a 
number of mapping and obiique missions during the month of April. The most im- 
portant project was made for the Forestry Bureau of the Agno River near Baguio. 
Two DH photographic planes were employed, one for making the verticals and the 
other for making the obliques. The project was flown at 12,000 feet, and the 
actual flying time of non-stop flight working out of Camp Nichols was 3 hours 
and 45 minutos. 

The Forestry Bureau was very pleased with the results obtained, and will 
use these photographs in connection with the planning of a National Forest 
Reserve. Gowernor-Ceneral Stimson was porsonally interested in the project. 

Airplanes are being called into service in Coast and Geodetic Surwey work. 
Owing to the rugged coast line and extremely rough water along the northeastern 
coast line of the island of Luzon, Coast and Geodetic Survey craft have found it 
diffienlt to approach the shore and remain there long enough to make accurate 
soundings and obrervations. The aid of the airplane service has, therefore, 
been requisitioned, 

The 6th Photo Section, acting in cooperation with the U.S. Coast and Geo- 
Getic Survey, will attempt an extensive acrial photographic survey. The photo- 
graphic planes will operate fiom Avpari, from wuich point daily flights will be 
made along the coast of Luzon and photographs taken. This will enable accurate 
plotting of coast line. This work is being done in conjunction with Governor- 
Jeneral Stimson's plan for the further: economic development of the Philippine 
islands, The results obtained by the photographic record will be of inesti- 
mabie value in such development of that section of the archipeligo. 

uieut. George W. Goddard, Air Corps, will be in charge of the planes and of 
the photographic work. The other members of the surveying party will be Lieut. 
Howard Wells, Sergeants Kelly, Stockwell and Fatterson, and one mechanic. All 
of tne men are members of the Fhotographic Section. 

‘he survey will probably take eight or nine days to complete, depending 
consicerably upon the weather. All pictures taken will be developed at the es- 
tablisrad base of operations at Appari and will be sent back to Camp Nichols 
as soon as they are developed. 

: ---000--- 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY CONSTRUCTS BEACONS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Redently the Standard 011 Company of California established in California 
two 36 inch, ten miliion candle power beacons, surmounting 75 ft. steel. towers, 
one on the summit of Mt. Diablo, Contra Costa County, Calif., the other in the 
Merced Mountains, just north of Montebello, Los Angeles County. These beacons 
were officially set in operation April 15th and will be invaluable as guides to 
all flyers whose activities carry them over the routes covered thereby. 

This is but another of the many very definite, valuable contributions the 


Standard 0il Company has made to flying -- another expression of its consistent- 
ly constructive policy in relation to air development. 
---000--- 


MANY IMPROVEMENTS AT CAMP NICHOLS, P.I. 


As a result of mutual arrangement with officials of Headquarters, Philippir: 
Department, and Camp Nichols, Rizal P.I., the water system of the post has been : 
greatly improved. The five large storage tanks have been removed and the aban- 
doned swimming pool has been reconcreted, meade leek-proof and converted into a 
reservoir. The water storage of the post has been increased about 20%. New hi} 
pressure motor pumps have also been installed. 

The building formerly used as a pump hovse and tank house was converted in- 
to a gymnasium and E,& R. building. The construction is under the supervision 
of Captain Usher and is progressing revidly. The building will be completed by 
June lst. The roof was raised to an 18 foot ceiling, affording an excellent 
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basketball floor. Twenty foot lean-tos are being erected on three sides to 
provide for a library, E.&R. reading room, billard room, two bowling alleys 
and a balcony. When completed this building will be one of the best athletic 
halls in the Islands. . 

The old dobie church building which stood near the post entrance has been 
torn down and’the yard is being made into a very artistic flower garden. 

The members of the command are looking forward to the installation of a 
modern telephone system with a common battery, instead of the "crank and try and 
get 'em" system. The building formerly used by the E. & R. was reconstructed 
into a telephone exchange and message center for Camp Nichols and the Air Office, 
It also contains a conference room and bath for the Officer of the Day. 

The Air Corps activities in the Islands are now largely centralized at Camp 
Nichols. The office of the Air Officer has been moved from Headquarters Philip. 
pine Department, and the Group Commander, now Air Officer, with his chief clerk 
and administrative personnel, are at Camp Nichols. This arrangement has greatly 
simplified administration and the handling of Air Corps activities in this 
department. 

Construction work on the flying field has ‘been very extensive during the 
last month. By July lst an additional sixty acres will have been added on the 
southern end of the field, affording a very spacious field for all types of 
airplanes. 

---000--- 


A BOUQUET FOR THE RADIO BEACON 


The Radio Branch of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, which 
is responsible for the picneer development of the radio beacon and for the opera- 
tion of a radio beacon service between Hawaii and California during the Dole 
flights of 1927, is rather proud of a photograph recently received from Arthur 
C. Goebel, the winner of the Dole Race. Upon it is inscribed: "The radio beacon 
has guided us continuously on our successfull:, flight from San Francisco to 
Honolulu, T.H. -=- Sincerely, Arthur C. Goebel." 

Mr. Goebel was a recent visitor at the Materiel Division. 

---000--- 


FORD AUTO AND CARABAO HAVE A SET -TO 


According to, the News Letter Correspondent from'Clark Field, P.I., the 
carabao. is a peculiar animal and recently lived un to its reputation for doing 
unexpected things. Sergeants Willard and Mehnert were peacefully driving along 
the road in their Ford Roadster and slowed down to pass a sedate old carabao. 
The carabao, possibly recalling having been bumped by a Ford or mistaking it for 
a@ young indiscreet rival, suddenly turned around and with a wild snort charged, 
head down, at the trembling Ford, The net result of the impact was the loss of 
one carabao horn and a ruined radiator and headlights for the Ford. 

~--000--- 


RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHT IN PHILIPPINES IN AMPHIBIANS 


Lieuts. Meloy and Hodges, and Staff Sgt. Cox, stationed at Kindley Field, 
Fort Mills, P.I., recently took cff on a reconnaissance flight to Casiguran Bay 
and Baylor Bay. En route a stop was made at Paranague Beach to pick up Lieut. 
George W. Goddard. The nature of the mission was for the purpose of looking 
over locations to be used as a base for the aerial mapping expedition which is 
under Lieut. Goddard's supervision. 

Both planes left Paranaque at 7:30 A.M., flying over the mountains to 
Lamon Bay and then turned north up the coast. A landing was made on Casiguran 
Bay at 9:50 A.M., and after a short conference with the Constabulary detachment, 
the airmen pushed off at 10:30 A.M. for Baler. The bay at Casiguran is almost 
a perfect leke and is surrounded by very rugged wooded terrain. The flight dom 
the coast to Baler consumed 50 minutes, and the lay-over there was only a matter 
of about 25 minutes. A long horseshoe beach borders the bay, but unusual ec- 
centric currents and a heavy ground swell prompted both. pilots to shove off just 
as soon as available landing fields had been looked over. The flight from Baler 
to Kindley Field proved uneventful and the Amphibians taxied up the ramp at 
that field at 1:40 P.M. $i 
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THE AKRIaL GUNNERY AND BOMBING MATCHES 


To Lieut. Earle E. Partridge, Air Corps, belongs the distinction of winning 
for the third consecutive time the Distinguished Aerial Cunnery Badge. Accord~ 
ing to an official report received by the Chief of the Air Corps, giving the re. 
sults of the Machine Gun and Bombing Matches recently completed at Langley Field, 
Va., Lieut. Partridge's score in the Pilots Motch (Observation and Attack) was 
627.8. Firing in competition in this particular metch were 11 other Air Corps 
officers and 4 National Guard officers. Lieut. John W. Bowman finished second 
and Lieut. Lotha A. Smith, third, in this competition, with respective scores 
of 544.8 and 512.9. 

In the Pilots: Match (Pursuit), 2nd Lieut. John J. Williams was the winner 
with a score of 765.4. Lieut. Robert W. Douglass, who flew all the way from 
France Field, Canal Zone, in company with Lieut. James BE. Parker, to participate 
in the gunnery matches, and who was the winner in 1925, finished second with 
a score of 751.7, while Lieut. Wm. L. Cornelius finished third with 750. There 
were six competitors in this event. 

Lieut. Orin J. Bushey, with a score of 175.5, won the Observers Match, while 
Lieuts. James W. Andrew and James T. Shively followed with respective scores of 
155 and 141.5. There were 17 competitors in this event, five of them being 
National Guard officers and two Air Corps Reserve offiuers. 

The teem of Lievts. John F. Whiteley (pilot) and Wm. M. Lanagan (bomber) won 
the Bombardment Metch with a score of 1637. The bombing team of Lieuts. Harold 4 
Wheaton and David L. Belincke won eecond place with 1499, and Lieuts. Fred G. 
Richardson and Eiward U. Yolterman, third place, with 1458. There were seven 
bembing teams in this eveut. 


The following tatulation gives the standing of the contestants in the Machin | 


Gun and Bombing Matches for 1928: 














PILOTS MATCH (PURSUIT) PILOTS MATCH(OBSERVATION & ATTACH’ 
1. 2nd Lieut. John J. Williams 1. 2nd Lieut. Earlo E. Partridge 
2. Ist Lieut. Robert W. Douglass 2. end Lievt. John W. Bowman 
3. end Lieut. Wm. L. Cornelius 3. 1st Lieut. Lotha A. Smith 
4. I1st Lieut. Russell J. Minty 4, 2nd Lieut. Howard M. Turner 
5. end Lieut. Luther S. Smith 5. 2nd Lieut. Lawrence H. Douthit 
6. 2nd Lieut. Glenn 0. Barcus 6. ist Lieut. Royal B. Lea 
7, 2nd Lieut. Henry W. Dorr 
OBSERVERS MATCH 8. 2nd Lieut. Joseph H. Atkinson 
9. Ceptain Victor £. Nelson (N.Y.N.G.) 

1. lst Lt. Orin J. Bushey 10. 2nd Lieut. Harold T. Brown 

2. 2nd Lt. James W. Andrew 11. 2nd Lieut. Ivan M. Palmer 

3. lst Lt. James T. Shively 12. lst Lieut. Edward V. Harbeck 

4. 2nd Lt. Norfleet G. Bone (Res.) 13. lst Lt. Robert A.Nagle(Mase.N.G.) 

5. Capt. Warner B. Gates 14. Cept. Zerl W. Fleet (Conn.N.G.) 

6. lst Lt. Ennis B.Mallette(Conn.N.G.) 15. 2nd Lieut. Reuben Kyle 

7. @nd Lt. George J. Eppright 16. Capt. Chas. &. Masson (Md.N.G.) 

8. 2nd Lt. Chas.B. Oweracker 

9. end Lt. Budd J. Peasiee~ (Reserve) BOMBARDMENT MATCH 

10. 2nd Lt. Narcisse L. Cote 1. let Lt. John F. Whiteley (pilot) 
11. 2nd Lt. Earl C. Robbins | let Lt. Wn.M.Lanagan (bomber) 

12. lst Lt. Garnett 0.Caléwell(Ark.N.G.) 2. 2nd Lt.Harold A. Wheaton(pilo*) 
13. 2nd Lt. Walter W. Gross lst Lt. David L. Behncke (bomber) 
14. Capt. Clarence E. Hedge(Mass.N.G.) 3. 2nd Lt. Fred G. Richardson (pilot) 
15. Capt. Wm.G. Rector (N.Y.N.G.) lst Lt. Edward H.Holterman(bomber 
16. Capt. George Cobb (Md.N.G.) 4, Ist Lt. Homer W. Ferguson (pilot) 


let Lt. Joseph H. Hicks (bomber) 
5. 1st Lt. Charles H. Howard (pilot) 
lst Lt. Robert T. Cronau(bomber) 
6. 2nd Lt. Alfred H. Johnson (pilot) 
lst Lt. Verner 0. Bunge (bomber ) 
7, Qnd Lt. Gilbert L. Tefft (pilot) 
let Lt. Joseph T. Morris (bomber) 
The winners of the various events in the annual Machine Gun and Bombing 
Matches from their inception in the year 1925 up to and including 1928, and the 
scores made are given below as follovs: 
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PILOTS MATCH (PURSUIT) PILOTS MATCH(O 





Year Winner Score Year Winner eo 
3925 «=O«Lt. R.W. Douglass 737 1925 Lt. W.R. ter : to 
1926 Lt. L.M. Merrick . 730 1926 4 Zarle RB. Partridge 646. Q. 
1927 Capt. Hugh M, Elmendorf 901.2 1927 le B..Partridge” 656.6 © 
1928 Lt. J.d. Williams ' 765.4 1928 le. 3B. Rartridge 627.8 

. OBSERVERS MATCH BOMBARDMENT MATCH \ iF eo 
1925 .Lt. James T. Curry 1606 * 1925 Lt. L.L. Beery pilot) 
1926 Lt. H.C. King 197 Lt. C.E, Shankle(bomber) 720 «' 
1927 Lt. James B. Parker 253 1926 Lt. H.L.. George(pilot) ay | 
1928 Lt. Orin J. Bushey 176.6 ° #=& #» } +R SS. anes er 1472 

1927. Lt. W.T. Larson(pilot) % 


Lt. H.C.King (bomber) 1519 : 
1928 Lt. John F. i 2a 
Lt.Wm.M. Lanagan(bomber) 1537 
* Subsequent to the matches for 1925 a new method of scoring was adopted, | 
hence the variation in the scores of 1925 and those made in succeeding years. 

On June 9th at Langley Field,Va., the Hon. F. Trubee Davisén, Assistant 
Secretary of War, presented a newly created emblem in the form of a gold medal 
officially termed, "Distinguished Aerial Gunnery and Distinguished Aerial Bomber 
Badges", to the majority of the officers who were winners in the Machine Gun and 
Bombing Matches set forth above, The medals will be forwarded to those officers 
who were not in attendance at the first presentation of same. 

---000-—-~ ; 


GENERAL KING COMMENDS ATR CORPS DEMONSTRATION 


Srigadier-General Edward L. King, Commandant of the ae | dhieekite Schools, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in an official communication to The Adjutant General, 
on the subject of the demonstration by the Air Corps units, states; 

"1. I have to report that the demonstration given by the units of the Air 
Corpse at this station was a splendid success in évery way. I was most favorably 
impressed with the quiet, orderiy and skillful manner in which the different 
unite of the command reached this station -- with their copearance, conduct and 
demeanor while herc, and with the prompt, efficient and effective demonstration 
given yesterday afternoon. 

"2. The demonstration, while primarily for the instruction of the students. 
at the Command and General Staff School, was witnessed by a large poaneuyee of” 
the civilian population from the surrounding country. 

"3. The whole demonstration was so conducted as to impress me with the’ 
splendid efficiency and discipline of the units of the Air Corps which par- 
ticipated," 


-~--000--= 
WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: 
Major H.H.Arnold, C.0. of Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, to > Commas and 


General Staff School,Ft,Leavenworth, Kansas, as student 1928-1929,1l-yr a 


Following officers to Philippines, sailing from New York about Sept, -““h 
Captain Wm.F. Volandt, Wright Field, Dayton,Ohio. 
ist Lieut. Charles A. Horn,Office Chief of the Air Corps, Washington,D_c. 
2nd Lieut. John G. Salaman,Scott Field,I1l. 
Following officers, upon completion of tour of duty in Philippines, to pro- 
ceed to stations indicated: . 
Captain David S. Seaton to Langley Pield, Va. 4 ! 
lst Lieut. Armour §. Heffly to Mitchel Tield, N.Y. 
lst Lieut. Charles Z. Thomas,Jr.,to Rockwell Air Depot,San Diego, Calif. 
lst Lieut. Hugh A. Bivins to Langley Field,Va. 
lst Lieut. Charles C. Chauncey to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
lst Lieut. Hez McClellan to Mitchel Field, N-¥Y. 
1st Lieut. Frederick I. Patrick to Kelly Field, Texas. Vs 
Captain Dudley B. Howard to Office, Chief of the Air Corps, Washington © 
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Following officers assigned to 11th Bombardment Squadron, Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif.: 


2nd Lieut. Henry R. Baxter,Lengley Field, Va. 

2id Lieut. Herbert C. Licktenberger, ‘Langley Field, Va. 

end Lieut. Robert L, Brookings, Bolling Field, D. C. 

lst Lieut. Odas Moon, Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. Raphael Baez, Jr., Chanute Field, 111. 

ist Lieut. Frederick P, Kenny, Brooks Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. James F. Phillips, Brooks Field, Texas. 

énd Lieut. James S. Stowell, Student, Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 

Capt. Edward C. Black, Intr. Maryland National Guard. 

The following officers, upon completion of tour of duty in Hawaii, to pro. 
ceed to stations indicated: 

lst Lieut. John S. Griffith to Kelly Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. Milton J. Smith to Middletown,Pa., Air Depot. 

Orders assigning Major George H. Peabody to duty as student at Air Corps 
Tactical School, Langley: Field, Va., revoked. 

lst Lieut. Robert D. Moor to Mitchel Field, N.Y. upon completion of tour 
of foreign service. Orders assigning him to Selfridge Field revoked. 

lst Lieut. Harlan W. Holden, Pope Field, to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Major. Lewis H. Brereton, upon completion of present course of instruction 
at Command and General Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, to Fort Sill,Okla, 
for duty with 88th Observation Squadron. ~ 

ist Lieut. Donald D. Fitzgerald from Wright Field.to Brooks Field, Texas, 

end Lieut.Herbert K.Baisley from temporary duty,New York University,N.Y, 


City,and 2nd Lt. George V.Holloman, Kel lly Field,to 88th Observation Squadron, 
Post Field, Fort Sill, Ola. 


Capt. "Richard E. Bailard, upon completion present course of instruction at 
Air Corps Tactical School, to Fort $ill,Okle.,as student Field Artillery School. 

Capt. Frank H. Pritchard, Selfridge Field, to 7th Bomb.Group,Rockwell Field 

lst Lieut. Auby C. Strickland,from duty with Organized Reserves,8th Corps 
Area, to Rockwell Field, Calif., with 95th Pursuit Squadron. 

Following officers rélieved from Selfridge Field, Mich., and assigned to 
95th Pursuit Squadron,Rockwell Field,Calif. Capt. Hugh M. Elmendorf, 2nd Lieuts, 
Kirtley J.Gregg, Joseph G.Hopkins,John J, Williams, Irvin A. Woodring. 

Major Wm.0.Ryan relieved: assignment Kelly Field upon completion present 
course at Advanced Flying School and to duty with Org. Reserves, end Corps Area, 
New York City. — 

Captain’ Alfred F. King from Brooks Field to Maxwell Field, Ala. 

lst Lieut. Charles W. Sullivan from Brooks Field to 0.C.A.C.,Wathington,D.( 

lst Lieut. Charles Y. Henfill,Brooks Field,to Baltimore,Md. as instructor 
Maryland National Guard. 

Major Eugene A. Lohman to 12th Obs. Squadron, Fort Sam Houston,Texas. 
Orders assigning him to Fort Sill, Okla., revoked. 

lst Lieut. Lucan V. Beau, Jr.,from Grissy Field to March Field, Calif. 

Detailed to the Air Corps and to Brooks Field,July lst, for training: 
lst Lieut.Bradford W. Kunz,Infantry: Captain Carl H. Strong, Cavalry. 
end Lieut. Samuel W.Van Meter,Cav. 2nd Lt. Lindsey R. Wingfield,F.&. 
2nd Lieut. Frederick A. Bacher,Jr.,F.A. 

Reserve Officers to active duty for one year ts June 30, 1929: 

















To Rockwell Field,Celif: To Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.: 
lst Lieut. Earle E. Garbutt, Portland, Oreg. 2nd Lt. Lilburn D. Fator.-: 

lst Lt.Herald Walker,Seattle, Wash. : To: Mazwell Field, Ala.: 

lst Lt. Archie F, Roth Seether. Gres. ‘Ist Lt.Chas.M.Gravatt,Asheville,N.¢. 


end Lt.Norman H.Ives,Los Angeles, Calif. 2nd Lt.Wm.H.McArthur, New Orleans, La. 
2nd Lt.Howard Um.Keefer,San Diego,Calif. 1st Lt. Edwin S. Delaplane, Jr. 








~ To Selfridge Field, Mich.: — Muatgomery", Ala.: 

2nd Lt.Clifford V.Abbott,Fremont, Ind. ° _™o Marshall Field,Ft. Riley, Kans.: 
2nd Lt.Julius A.Barr,Pittsburgh, Kans. ist Lt.Guy F.Hix,Dayton,Ohio. 

2nd Lt.Lewis M.Gravis,Martinsville, Ind: 2nd Lt.Harry W. Fowler,San Antonio, 
end. Lt. Royal Leonard, Waco,Texas. ' 2nd Lt.Wm.Erickson, Omaha, Nebr. 

2nd Lt. Arthur C. Lybarger, Lima, Ohio. . lst Lt. Melville C. Robinson. 

end Lt. C.T.Robertson,Fayetteviile, ATK. ' To Crissy Field, Calif.: 








To Langley Field, Va.: lst Lt.Raymond J, Little, Piedmont, Cal. 
end Lt. Clarence T.Mower,Malden, Mass. By 
2nd Lt.Paul B.Reeder,Kckomo,In@d. ~ : 

Active duty of following Reserve eee extended to June 30,1929: end 
Lt. Robert D. Johnson, Capt.Cecil G.Sellers, 2nd Lt.Leo Katzman, Ist Lt. David 
L. Behncke, 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
won QOGena 


Air Depot, Middletown, Pa., May 31st. 





Well, here we ‘are back in the News Letter. In case you have forgotten us, _ 
who run the snappiest Depot in these United States, take a look at our line up 


Lieut.-Colonel Fravel - Commanding 

Capt. Christine _ = Depot Supply 

Capt. DeFord = Adjutant 

Capt. Hart - Quartermaster 

Lieut. Zellner - Asst. Depot Supply 

Lieut. Estabrook - Engineer Officer 
‘Lieut. Harris ~ Asst. Engineer Officer 

Lieut. McGregor - Operations 

Lieut. Mills ~ Inspection 

Lieut. O'Neal ~ Station Supply. 


During the merry month of May, the engineers auctioned off 23 beautifully 
overhauled motors on a grateful world -- 15 Libertys and 8 D-l2s. Not content 
with this seemingly stupendous effort they also major overhauled 14 aircraft 
including numerous PTs, not to speak of Ols, 02s and Pls. Libertys are taboo 
from now on, so tools and jigs for D-l2s have been manufactured and installed. 

Depot Supply, under the able guidance of Capt. Christine, nonchalantly 
shipped and received 348,660 lbs. of material valued at $766,061.57. Yes, all 
in the same month. | 

The Ass't. Secty of War, Hon. C.B, Robbins, flew in on May 10th, for a one 
day visit, departing the next morning for Bolling. Wg 

Colonel Fravel spent the 28th in New York City, where he met‘the S.S. 
"California", bringing Mrs. Fravel home from a pleasant visit to Panama. 

Captain DeForc flew to Williamsport on the 25th, delivered a speech before 
the Aero Club at that place, and journeyed, the next day to Berwick, Penna., 
where a most successful air port dedication took place. 

Lieut, Harris flew to Whitney Point, N.Y., where, with the aid of kindly 
citizens, he gathered up the wreck of an 0-1 for shipment back to the Depot. 

Lieut. McGregor Pennsylvaniad to Mitchel on the 2nd and returned the 
next: day with an Amphibian for overhaul. 

Lieut. Mills ferried a brand new Marmon 68 home from Indianapolis, but 
there being slight indications and prophesies of rain in this part of the state, 
said Marmon has remained securely lashed in its hangar. 

Lieut. O'Neal made two quick trips to Baltimore the other afternoon, one 
to secure a radio specialist to doctor our ailing static producer; the other to 
return him safely to his native smoky environs. . 


Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., May 28th. 





The following is an account of the annual picnic of Rockwell Air Depot, 
held May 23rd, afternoon and evening: The weather was ideal and everybody turn- 
ed out, neighbors and all. The program was a varied one. From 12:00 noon to 
1:30 P.M. inspection and sightseeing of shops took place. The festivities com- 
menced at 1:30 with the singing of "America" followed by three numbers rendered 
by the Olivewood Choral Society. Mr. H.A. Spellman, Chairman, next introduced 
Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding Officer of Rockwell Field, who gave an address of 
Welcome. 

At 2:00 P.M. a fine mounted exhibition of U.S. Cavalry was given by the 
troops of Camp Hearn. The Field events, in charge of Mr. William Woodall, com- 
menced at 2:30 P.M. and included ladies! egg race, high jump, centipede race, 
sack race for children, 100-yard dash, chariot race, horse-shoe pitching contest, 
golf tournament, nail driving contest for ladies, wardrobe contest, casting for 
distance, fat men's race, etc. Lieut. 0.P. Gothlin, Jr., in a PW-9, gave the 
Crowd some thrills with his acrobatic flying. 

At 5:00 o'clock a picnic lunch, in charge of Mr. J.W. Buis, was served to: 
about six hundred and fifty people, and all agreed that the Chairman had spared 
no pains in his efforts to please with his delicious sandwithes, potato salad, 
baked beans, fruits, ice cream, cake and coffee. The children had their fill 
of ice cream, for they had the privilege of calling at the "Stand" at any time: 
during the afternoon for a "cone", Another very thoughtful plan of the Com 
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mittee was furnishing the children with balloons and.base balls. 

At 6:30 the company adjourned to the Officers' Club, where the last half 
of the festivities took place. The awarding of the prizes to winners was first 
on the program. As an athlete, Mr. Albert Corwin, of the Operations,Office, | 
took highest honors, winning first prize in the 100 yard dash and also first | 
prize for the high jump. The awarding of the prizes was followed by two minute 
talks by the Heads of the various Departments, for which a prize was also given 
and won by Mr. C.W. Knight, Chief Clerk. At 7:00 P.M. a splendid program of 
professional talent, arranged by Mr. Clarence D. Springer, of the Engineering 
Department, was given. Mr. Springer's fine bass voice was appreciated in sever- 
al vocal numbers. Other numbers on the program was a pianist, a whistler, song 
and dance act, bag pipers, and dance Novelty. 

Dancing commenced at 8:30,the Grand March being led by Major and Mrs. J.H, 
Houghton. A prize waltz was one of the features of the dance. Door prizes were 
also given. 

The Depot Personnel was divided into three saveetons for competitive pur- 
poses and the winning points were awarded accordingly. Division No. 1 received 
42 points and was declared winner. Division #2 came in second with 32 points 
and Division #3 received 17 points. A beautiful bronze trophy in the form of. 

a shield mounted on black walnut, was awarded Division #1, and this tropny will 
be contested for next year. 

The committee, which worked hard and long to make the picnic a success and 
deserve the highest praise, consisted of the following civilian employees: Messrs, 
Spellman, Black, Buis, Duthie, Hopwood, Schoot, Springer, Woodall, Mrs. Wiseman 
and Miss Linden,’ besides many others rho put their shoulder to the wheel, and 
the results obtained plainly showed what can be accomplished by enthusiasm and 
cooperation. © 





Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., June 5th. 


Brigadier Goneral Frank M. Caldwell, commanding the Ninth Coast Artillery Dis- 
trict, accompanied by Major W.=. Duvall, Commanding Officer.of Fort Rosecrans, 
paid a visit to Rockwell Field on May l2th. ‘The same day Dr. Carl Gustaf Rossby, 
Chairman of the Meteorological Committee for the Guggenheim Fund for Promotion 
of Aeronautics, visited this station, arriving. in a Crissy Field plane, piloted 
by Lieut. W- R. Ta; lor ok C. 

Captain Wm.C. Ocker, with passenger, from Crissy Field arrived at this 
Field, May 15th in an 0-2-4 eairplene. After having a new starter and wheel as- 
sembly installed, they departed the following day for Bolling Field via Tucson, 
El Paso, Fort Sill, and St. Louis. 

Captain C.E. Giffin, with John V. Mumma, Parachute Inspector, left Rockwell 
Field-June 2nd on a Parachute Inspection Tour. This trip will take in all Air 
Corps activities in the inth Corps Area supplied by Rockwell Air Depot, and will 
be of approximately ten cays duration. 

_A great deal of activity is taking place right now at Rockwéll Field prepar- 
ing to receive Headquarters 7th Bombardment Group, 11th Bombardment Squadron, 
and 95th Pursuit Squadron. Buildings are being overhauled, tent camp erected, 
etc., and it is expected by the twentieth of June the troops will have arrived. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, June 2nd. 





This. Depot was glad to receive a short visit from Brigadier-General 3enjemin 
D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, accompanied by Major Carl Spatz, 
who were in this vicinity May 23rd in connection with plans for the new Air Corps 
Training Center. Lieutenant E.C. Whitehead, of Wright Field, was also a visitor 
at this Depot on that date, having arrived in connection with General Foulois' 
visit. 

Captain Trunk and Lieuts. Vanaman, Halverson and Chapman of this Depot at- 
tended the formal opening of the new Municipal Airport at Beaumont, Texas, May 
19th, on the invitation of the Beaumont Chamber of Commerce. 

Lieut. Thomas H. Chapman, under orders for foreign service, left here May 
2lst on a two weeks! leave of absence, at the conclusion of which he is to pro- 
ceed to San Francisco and sail on June 8th for. the Philippine Islands. On Thurs- 
day evening, May 17th, the officers of Duncan Field honored Lieut. Chapman with 
a stag dinner at the Alamo Club. Lieut. Chapman has been on duty at this Depot 
over three years, and carries with him the sincere wishes of the Depot personnel 
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and his many other friends in this vicinity for bon voyage and happiness at his 


‘new station. 


Lieut. Norman D. Brophy ferricd a PT-1 to Love Field, Dallas, Texas, on 


: May 28th, returning here by rail on the 29th. 


end Lieut. Bledsoe Payne, Air Corps Reserve, completed on May 29th a two 
weeks! tour of instruction and training on inactive status at this Depot, and 


‘returned to his home at Port Arthur, Toxas. 


Lieut. James E. Duke, Jr., left this depot on June Qnd for Buffalo, New 
York, under orders to secure one of the new A-3 attack planes from the Curtiss 
Factory and ferry it to Kelly Field. 

The erection of a new Engine Cleaning Department for the Engineering Depart- 
ment of this Depot is now under way. This,when completéd,will fill a long-felt 
need. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, May 3lst. 





Major Carlyle Wash, A.C., arrived from March Field, California, on May 4th 
and immediately assumed command. 

Lieut. Pardoe Martin,A.C., departed on the U.S. "NITRO", May 8th, for Man- 
agua, Nicaragua, where he will be on duty as Assistant Attache to observe the 
work of the U.S. Marine Air Forces in their campaign against the bandit Sandino. 

It is understood that Lt. Martin is averaging about five hours per day over 
the theatre of operations in Marine planes. 

Lieuts. James E. Parker and Robert W. Douglas departed in two PW-9s on May 
12th for Washington,D.C.-- flying by way of Managua, Nicaragua; Guatemala City, 


_ Gua.3; Minatitlan, Mexico; Tampico, Mexico; Brownsville, Texas; and San Antonio, 


Texas; ~~ thence over the Airways to St. Louis, Mo.; Dayton, Ohio and Washington. 
Lieut. R.B. Davidson flew to David with Captain Connell and remained five 
days -- returning on the 14th in a DH. 
On May 18th Colonel Gohn, the new Commanding Officer of Fort Davis,.C.Z., ac~ 
companied by Capt. Greer and Lieut. Beatty, flew with Lieut. Davidson on a recon- 
naissance mission to Nombre de Dios, R. de P., and in the vicinity of the Chagres 


‘ River. Colonel Gohn and his officers were greatly pleased with the flight in 


that they were able to gather much valuable information. 

Privates Cenders and Myers of the 63rd Service Squadron, A.C., recently re- 
turned from a fifteen day hunting trip in. the vicinity of Bouquete,R. de P., and 
report bagging a red deer, a sloth bear and four monkeys -- one of which was a 
black howler with a young one which was kept as a mascot. 

On May 26th a party of five officers and six enlisted men went to Porto 
Bello on a fishing expedition and returned the next day with several sea bass 
and barracudas. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., May 9th. 





Flight "B", 2nd Observation Squadron: Our Flight Commander, Captain Donald 
Wilson, with Mrs. Wilson and family, left Camp Nichols for a trip into the wilds . 
of Baguio and the Mountain Province. When they signed out at the main gate about 
all of the humanity visible was thru the wind shield and one small head sticking 
up from among some golf bags. The flight gave them a full cheer for a pleasant 
trip -- in thought, if not werbally. 

Capt. C.M. Savage just arrived from the States and is equipping himself for 
a stay with Flight "B", 

Staff Sgt. Ray Willet, our First Sergeant, stepped out of the shadow into 
the spotlight during the month by taking second prize in the Departmental Golf 
Tournament for enlisted men, he winning first place in the second flight. All 
of the golfers here ere certain that Willet would have won first place had he 
been playing in the first flight. He is confident of taking a bag cup next tour. 
nament, although the cup which reposes upon the desk in Flight Headquarters is 
a classy piece of workmanship. 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: lst Lieut. Donald R. Goodrich is now in 
command of this detachment, having relieved lst Lieut. Corley P. McDarment. 

We have. just finished a very successful season on the target range. In the 








‘dismounted pistol course five men qualified as experts, eight as sharpshooters, 


and fourteen as marksmen. Sergeant Arant is still the best shot in the organiza 
tion, with Sergeant Fitzpatrick a close second. 
The Camp Nichols Tennis Team, conristing of Private Carr, Manager, Corporal 
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Livingston and Corporal Ligon, Headquarters Detachment;. Privates Griffis and 


Ditter, 66th Service Squadron; Staff Sergeant McDerment and Private Jones, 28th : 


Bombardment Squadron, recently went to Clark Field for a few sets. Final score 
is not known, but we understand thoy came back as winners. 

66th Service Squadron: Sergeant Joseph H. Benevides,. acting lst Sergeant 
of the Squadron for the past fiftecn months, who was discharged on April 18th 
took on another three years, and is now waiting for the 25-year bill to pass. 

The Transport "Grant" arrived in Manila April 2lst with Staff Sergeant | 
Archie L. Cathie, replacement for Staff Sergeant Harold G. Finch; Staff Sergeant 
Harvey C. Kidd, replacement for Staff Sergeant Charles J. Bush; and Staff Ser- 
geant John E. Morris, replacement for Staff Sergeant Benjamin Roth. The Squadron 
Wishes the non-commissioned officers returning to the States the best of luck and 
to the new arrivals ~- a hearty welcome. 

The target season is over for this year. Some very good scores were made 
with the pistol. The Squadron gave prizes for the five highest individual scores 
and prizes for the five highest team scores. 

28th Bombardment Squadron: The Squadron lost Captain D.S. Seaton, the Com- 
manding Officer, who was assigned to the Philippine Air Depot. Captain Seaton 
‘is leaving for the States on the July transport. Lieut. James A. Woodruff, rank. 
ing officer, assumed command. 

The Squadron received two officers on the April transport, 2nd Lieut. Wilfre 
J. Paul, who was assigned to duty with Post Headquarters, as Assistant Personnel 
Adjutant, and end Lieut. George L. Murray assigned as Communications Officer, 
Four more members of the Infantry transferred to this squadron during the 
-month of April. One of them is the much talked of ball player, Larry Doyle. 

Lieut. Bond, Staff Sergeants Gail, Tyler, Garrison and Roberts are leaving 
on the April transport and we wish them the best of luck at their new stations, 

The April transport brought to this squadron, Staff Sergeants Butler, Craw- 
ford and Staff, and we hope they will enjoy themselves during their two-year ste 
in. the Islands. 

Private lst Class Harry Kramer, our Squadron Clerk, was promoted to the gret 
of Corporal. We knew he would make the grade working overtime every night. 
Guess he will work until 10:00 P.M. every night now to earn the other stripe. 

: The Squadron is lucky in having lst Sergeant Hamer, and he is one who de- 
serves the credit for having qualified all but five members of this Squadron on 
the pistol range. “He spent many weary hours on the range coaching the men prior 
to the target season in trigger squeeze. 

Staff Sergeant Rule is going to Baguio for 30 days to rest up and get his 
finger nails clean from the Armament Section prior to leaving for the States on 
the July transport. 

6th Photo Section: Sergeant Charles W. Shattuck of March Field, arrived on 
the transport "Grant" and was assigned as Supply Sergeant of the Section. 

A number of the enlisted men contracted the golf craze and have constructed 
a two-hole golf course along side the Photo Section Barracks. Sergeant Winfrey 
has been playing on the Municipal Course, but due to the high cost of the 19th 
hole, has discontinued playing until pay day. 

A new Brunswick phonograph was purchased out of the Section funds and in- 
stalled in the Section Barracks. The dark room boys are playing everything fron 
Caruso to Al Jolson. 














“ Clark Field, Pampanga, P.I., May 9th. 


' A despedida party was given at the transport hop last week by Major Walton 
in honor of the Clark Field personnel leaving on the May transport. The guests 
of honor were Lieut. and Mrs. John G. Williams, Lieut. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Wolf: 
Lieut. Schulgen and Mrs. Clements McMullen. Practically the entire Third Pur- 
suit Squadron was present at the vaied to bid farewell and wish a bon voyage 
to its departing members. 


‘Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., May 9th. 





The baseball season is over and Kindley Field is again resting on its lau- 
_rels. A fitting finale was given the schedule when most of the Squadron jour» 
neyed to Manila and watched the team take the U. S. S. Goldstar aggregation into 
sated to the tune of 6-2. 
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We now claim the finest recreation room in the Islands. We have moved it, 
bag and baggage, from the Post Exchange Building to the old Guard House, and 
everything that paint, varnish, elbow grease, and a few pesos could do toward 
improvement has been done. Pool tables are in the best of repair and are well 
patronized. The new location affords the best view of Kindley Field -- straight 
over the China Sea. Of course, the breezes will blow during typhoon season, but 
that will only add to the fun. 

The Post Exchange building was remodeled and is now available as a dance 
pavilion. The first Kindley Field dance was held on April 19th in honor of our 
"ghort timers". Camp Nichols is wondering why they didn't attend. May be they 
will next time. If enthusiasm is any criterion, we can count on a series of 
successful parties. 

During the month we were visited by Brigadier-General George S. Simonds, 
U.S.4., Who is on an inspection tour. He arrived via an Amphibian on April 25th 
and returned to Manila by air on the same date. He was accompanied by Major W.G. 
Kilner, A.C. and Major E.N. Hardy, G.S.C. 

Among the new arrivals on the Grant were Technical Sergeant James A. Lee 


’ from Langley Field, who is assigned to the line as an enlisted pilot, and Staff 


Sergeant Conrad 0. Krogstad from Brooks Field, Texas, who has taken over the job 
of Post Sergeant Major. Both express themselves as tickled to death with getting 
a Corregidor assignment. We received no officer personnel on this boat, but are 
looking forward to getting two on the next transport. 

At the conclusion of the regular target season, the Coast Artillery allotted 
seventy-five rounds of ammunition for use by the Air Corps in position finding 
practice. Five practices were scheduled, two in which fire was directed on a 
stationary tavget and three in which fire was brought to bear on a towed target. 
Very interesting results were obtained in these tests and it is believed that 
the Coast Artilleryiwen were rather startled when in the first practice, a hit 
was secured on the fourth shot. The "lay-on-me" method was used, the target 
being invisible tc the tattery in all practices. 

During the past month the rising thermometer sent many week-end guests 
to the hospitality of Corregiaor. Among them were Captain and Mrs. Lawrence 
Hickey, Mrs. John Pirie, Captain and Mrs. David Seaton, Lieut. and Mrs. K.B. 
Wolfe, Lieut. and Mrs. J.G. Williams and Lieut. W.R. Paul. 
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